ESSAYS ON THE CITA

conscious with that consciousness. That shall decide
and initiate the action. This is the solution which
the Divine Teacher ofters to the disciple.

What the great, the supreme word of the Gita is,
its mahdvakya^ we have not to seek; for the Gita itself
declares it in its last utterance, the crowning note of
the great diapason. "With the Lord in thy heart take
refuge with all thy being; by His grace thou shall
attain to the supreme peace and the eternal status. So
have I expounded to thee a knowledge more secret
than that which is hidden. Further hear the most
secret, the supreme word that I shall speak to thee.
Become my-minded, devoted to Me, to Me do sacrifice
and adoration; infallibly, thou shall come to Me, for
dear to Me art thou. Abandoning all laws of conduct
seek refuge in Me alone. I will release thee from all
sin; do not grieve."

The argument of the Gita resolves itself into three
great steps by which action rises out of the human into
the divine plane leaving the bondage of the lower for
the liberty of a higher law7. First, by the renunciation
of desire and a perfect equality works have to be done
as a sacrifice by man as the doer, a sacrifice to a deity
who is the supreme and only Self though by him not
yet realised in his own being. This is the initial step.
Secondly, not only the desire of the fruit, but the claim
to be the doer of works has to be renounced in the
realisation of the Self as the equal, the inactive, the
immutable principle and of all works as simply the
operation of universal Force, of the Nature-Soul,
Prakriti, the unequal, active, mutable power. Lastly,
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